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Routt County Search 
and Rescue volunteers 
were called Thursday to 
help three snowmobilers 
who got stuck on Buffa-
lo Pass.

The snowmobilers 
called for help about  
3:50 p.m.

Search and Rescue 
member Kristia Check-
Hill said two of the 
sleds had gotten very 
stuck.

It did not appear the 
snowmobilers were pre-

pared to stay the night in 
the backcountry. Check-
Hill said the men wanted 
to get out of the field and 
did not mind abandoning 
their sleds.

While the snowmobil-
ers tried to free their sleds, 
about 10 Search and Res-
cue members assembled 

to help.
Before Search and 

Rescue members reached 
the scene, the snowmobil-
ers had managed to ride 
out on one of their sleds.
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lism and nationalism that 
fueled his improbable 
campaign. He vowed to 
stir “new national pride,” 
bring jobs back to the 
United States, and “eradi-
cate completely” Islamic 
terrorism.

“From this day for-
ward, a new vision will 
govern our land. From 
this day forward, it’s 
going to be only, ‘Ameri-
ca First,’” Trump said.

In one remarkable 
passage, Trump ripped 
into Washington’s long-
time leaders as he stood 
among them at the U.S. 
Capitol.  For too long, 
he said, “a small group 
in our nation’s capital 
has reaped the rewards 
of government while the 
people have borne the 
cost.”

For Republicans 
eager to be back in the 
White House, there was 
little mention of the 
party’s bedrock princi-
ples: small government, 
social conservativism and 
robust American leader-
ship around the world. 
Trump, who is taking 
office as one of the most 
unpopular incoming 
presidents in modern his-
tory, made only oblique 
references to those who 
may be infuriated and 
fearful of his presidency.

“To all Americans in 
every city near and far, 
small and large from 
mountain to mountain, 
from ocean to ocean, 
hear these words: You 
will never be ignored 
again,” he said.

The new president was 
sworn in by Chief Justice 
John Roberts, reciting the 
35-word oath with his 
hand placed upon two 
Bibles, one used by his 
family and another dur-
ing President Abraham 
Lincoln’s inauguration.

Trump and wife, 
Melania, bid Obama 
and outgoing first lady 
Michelle Obama fare-
well as they departed 
the Capitol grounds in 
a government helicop-
ter. Trump and Obama’s 

political paths have been 
linked in remarkable 
ways. Before running for 
the White House, the bil-
lionaire businessman led 
efforts to promote false-
hoods about the 44th 
president’s citizenship 
and claim on the office.

Obama addressed a 
staff gathering at Joint 
Base Andrews before 
departing for a vaca-
tion in California. “You 
proved the power of 
hope,” he said.

Trump’s journey to 
the inauguration was as 
unlikely as any in recent 
American history. He 
defied his party’s estab-
lishment, befuddled the 
media and toppled two 
political dynasties on his 
way to victory. His mes-
sage, calling for a resur-
gence of white, working-
class corners of America, 
was packaged in defi-
ant stump speeches rail-
ing against political cor-
rectness. He used social 
media to dominate the 
national conversation 
and challenge conven-

tions about political dis-
course. After years of 
Democratic control of 
the White House and 
deadlock in Washington, 
his was a blast of fresh 
air for millions.

But Trump’s call for 
restrictive immigration 
measures and his caustic 
campaign rhetoric about 
women and minorities 
angered millions. And 
Trump’s swearing-in was 
shadowed by questions 
about his ties to Russia, 
which U.S. intelligence 
agencies have determined 
worked to tip the 2016 
election in his favor.

More than 60 House 
Democrats refused to 
attend his swearing in 
ceremony in the shad-
ow of the Capitol dome. 
One Democrat who did 
sit among the dignitar-
ies was Hillary Clin-
ton, Trump’s vanquished 
campaign rival who was 
widely expected by both 
parties to be the one tak-
ing the oath of office.

At a post-ceremony 
luncheon at the Capitol, 

Trump declared it was an 
honor to have her attend, 
and the Republicans and 
Democrats present rose 
and applauded.

At 70, Trump is the 
oldest person to be sworn 
in as president, marking 
a generational step back-
ward after two terms 
for Obama, one of the 
youngest presidents to 
serve as commander in 
chief.

Trump takes charge 
of an economy that has 
recovered from the Great 
Recession but has none-
theless left millions of 
Americans feeling left 
behind. The nation’s lon-
gest war is still being 
waged in Afghanistan 
and U.S. troops are bat-
tling the Islamic State 
in Iraq and Syria. The 
American health care 
system was expand-
ed to reach millions 
more Americans dur-
ing Obama’s tenure, but 
at considerable financial 
costs. Trump has vowed 
to dismantle and rebuild 
it.
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