
2 stuck snowmobilers 
spend night on Buff Pass

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS 
— A Breckenridge man 
and a Minturn woman had 
to spend the night in the 
woods after getting their 
snowmobiles severely stuck 
Saturday on Buffalo Pass.

The couple called for 
help at about 6:30 p.m. 
after getting stuck in a 
drainage west of Dinosaur 
Lake.

Because of the avalanche 
danger, terrain and it get-
ting dark, Routt County 
Search and Rescue volun-
teers decided not to go out 
Saturday night.

“It was a very difficult 
decision for me to make 
that call,” Search and Res-
cue Incident Commander 
Kristia Check-Hill said. “It 
was the right call. It was 
safer for everyone.”

Check-Hill was able to 
talk to the couple over the 

phone and told them to 
build a snow cave. They 
had a lighter with them 
and were able to build a 
fire. They otherwise did 
not have a light source.

Check-Hill said it did not 
make sense to send a heli-
copter to rescue the couple 
because the couple would 
have had to hike a signifi-
cant distance through deep 
snow to the helicopter.

A few miles away at the 
Storm Peak Laboratory, 
low overnight tempera-
tures dipped to about 20 
degrees.

Six Search and Rescue 
volunteers left for the 
rescue mission at 6 a.m. 
Sunday, using snowmobiles 
and skis.

By about 9:20 a.m., the 

volunteers were within 
voice contact of the couple.

“We could only take our 
sleds so far,” Check-Hill said.

The couple was brought 
snowshoes, so they could 
hike to the Search and Res-
cue snowmobiles.

The couple’s snowmo-
biles could not be freed.

“Unfortunately, the sleds 
are still sitting there,” 
Check-Hill said.

Everyone was back at the 
Dry Lake staging area by 
about 1 p.m.

“It was a long day,” 
Check-Hill said.

To reach Matt Stensland, 
call 970-871-4247, email 
mstensland@Steamboat 
Today.com or follow him on 
Twitter @SBTStensland.
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PEACEFUL SOUTH ROUTT RETREAT
• Quaint log home in High Cross Subdivision of Stagecoach. 
• Fully furnished 3+bedrooms and 2 baths. 
• New appliances, flooring and fresh paint. 
• Two car detached garage and storage shed. 
• Over 5 acres of high mountain meadows and forests. 
• Seasonal pond, fire pit and abundant wildlife.

     •  Close to Stagecoach Reservoir for fishing & boating enthusiasts.

Offered at $485,000 | #4465882 | www. HighCrossCabin.com

Cabin in the Woods

1890 Loggers Lane,  Unit  A  •   970-875-3900
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J-Plasty Minimally Invasive Skin Tightening

Look 20 Years Younger 
The newest technology for Facial Rejuvenation 

& Skin Tightening presented by: 
Meg Mescher RN BSN • Jeanne C. Fitzsimmons, MD 
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