
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS — A unique 
housing concept with the goal of being 
attainable to purchase by people in the 
middle class is about a month away from 
coming to fruition in Hayden.

Steamboat Sotheby’s International 
Realty broker associates Darrin Fryer 
and Ryan Cox are developing the 10-unit 
property through their company Smart-
Pads LLC. The project is being built on 
land owned by Fryer and Louis Nijsten on 

East Washington Avenue.
Two of the 583-square-foot, one-bed, 

one-bath units are currently listed for sale 
at $168,000.

“The whole mission is really just to 
prove that we can get some low-cost hous-
ing,” Fryer said. “We think we’ve created 
a solution that’s going to be very helpful 
with the attainable (housing) problem in 
Steamboat.”

The homes will be duplexes and are 
being built off-site in Vernal, Utah. The 
developers said building the homes in 
a controlled environment helps them 
achieve efficiency and high quality con-
struction, and developers are hoping to 
pass any cost savings onto buyers.

“They’ll come delivered pretty much 
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Canned goods evoke 
pioneer days at fair

I grew up in an enthusiastic home-can-
ning household in Wisconsin, where 
both my father and mother shared the 

chore of canning homegrown cucumbers 
and dill to make dill pickles.

We made our own 
ketchup, corn relish, 
green beans and even 
watermelon pickles.

What’s that? You’ve 
never tasted a sweet 
pickle made from 
the rind of a big 
watermelon?

That’s understandable 
— they don’t make watermelons the way 
they used to. Today’s seedless melons come 
with thin rinds that don’t do justice to a 
pickle. 

And even if they did, this is 2018. Who 
is going to bother to save their watermelon 
rinds and turn them into a sugary treat by 

canning them on a hot August afternoon?
You might be surprised.
The number of locavores, or maybe we 

should say, Yampavores, in Northwest Col-
orado is on the rise. And along with that 
trend, more gardeners are entering the 
fruits of their labors in the Routt County 
Fair — raspberry jelly, canned apricots, 
cherries and much more.

“Five to six years ago they got just 20 
to 30 jars on the shelves,” said Jackie 
(Sherrod) Grimaldi, who happens to be 
this year’s Routt County Fair parade grand 
marshal along with Larry Guss. “Now they 
get a lot out there.” 

Home canning is more than a trend in 
the Yampa Valley. It goes back to the area’s 
pioneer families when the ability to put up 
fruits and vegetables for the long winter 
was a matter of survival.

Tiny homes big 
news in Hayden

Matt Stensland
Steamboat Pilot & Today

Unique housing project 
becoming a reality west 
of Steamboat Springs

Routt County Search and Rescue members Marc Bell, left, and Eva Vaitkus help direct the 
basket and patient, John Williams, during a ropes training Tuesday at Fish Creek Falls. 
The training helped volunteers prepare for rescuing an injured person from along Fish 
Creek using a 600-foot guiding line, which runs from the top of the falls to the bridge.

ON THE ROPES

JOHN F. RUSSELL/STAFF

EXPLORE STEAMBOAT

ONE-MAN STAGE PLAY COMES 
TO STEAMBOAT SPRINGS  ❱❱ PAGE 14
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C H R I S T I A N  G .  N I E V E S  S TA R S  I N  A  R E A D I N G  O F  A  B O R D E R  TA L E  A B O U T 
A M E R I C A’ S  TO U G H E S T  S H E R I F F  AT  T H E  C H I E F  T H E AT E R  O N  S AT U R D AY

MARICOPA

G LO W I N T H E PA R K
❱❱  PA G E  1 6

AM O R AM O R A Q & A 
❱❱  PA G E  1 7

FA R M E R S MA R K E T 
S P OT L I G H T ❱❱  PAG E 22

From theater and 
live music to a 
Glow in the Park 
event, Explore 
Steamboat has 
your weekend 
covered
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COLORADO FIRE UPDATE
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BULL DRAW FIRE
Size:  27,320 acres
Containment: 21 percent
Start date: July 29

BUTTERMILK FIRE
Size: 748 acres
Containment: 70 percent
Start date: July 23

CACHE CREEK FIRE
Size: 2,520 acres
Containment: 40percent
Start date: July 28

CABIN LAKE FIRE
Size: 5,188 acres
Containment: 29 percent
Start date: July 29

GREEN MOUNTAIN FIRE
Size: 53 acres
Containment: 100 percent
Start date: Aug. 9

LAKE CHRISTINE FIRE
Size: 12,588 acres
Containment: 90 percent
Start date: July 3

COLORADO FIRES

Visit SteamboatToday.com for an up-to-date coverage 
of the fires burning in Colorado.
Source: inciweb.nwcg.gov

MOCCASIN MESA FIRE
Size: 185 acres
Containment: 100 percent
Start date: Aug. 4

RED CANYON FIRE
Size: 5,722 acres
Containment: 100 percent
Start date: July 29

PLATEAU FIRE
Size: 17,788 acres
Containment: 95 percent
Start date: June 22

SILVER CREEK FIRE
Size: 4,098 acres
Containment: 5 percent
Start date: July 19

SUGARLOAF FIRE
Size: 1,280 acres
Containment: 35 percent
Start date: June 28

WEST GUARD FIRE
Size: 1,424 acres
Containment: 90 percent
Start date: July 22

Stay informed on 
the progression 
and containment 
of wildfires 
across Colorado 
with the fire 
update map
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Steamboat 
Springs High 
School volleyball 
team looks to 
thrive on healthy 
competition
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS
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