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2 weeks of
precipitation
possible for
Routt County
Eleanor C. Hasenbeck
Steamboat Pilot & Today
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Children make creative use of the skateboard park at Howelsen Park on Sunday, turning the ramps into slides and launch pads for
their remote controlled truck.

Steamboat thanks SAR
Community share
stories, gratitude at
annual celebration
Matt Stensland

■ RIVER REPORT

Steamboat Pilot & Today

Yampa River Flow Sunday

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS — This year,
Routt County Search and Rescue planned
to host their annual celebration to say
thanks to the community. Steamboat
Springs residents had a different agenda
by coming out and saying thanks to those
that have helped their friends and family
members.

Noon
50 cfs
8 p.m.
48 cfs
Average for date
119 cfs
Highest for date
650 cfs, 1961
Lowest for date
34 cfs, 1955
Reported in cubic feet per second at the Fifth Street Bridge as
provided by the U.S. Geological Survey.
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“I just came to thank them,” Steamboat
resident Cathy Kurtz said. “I’m about to
start crying.”
Kurtz and her husband are friends with
Denver resident Craig Horlacher, who was
57 years old when he was rescued in 2010
in North Routt County near the Wyoming
border.
Horlacher broke his leg while fishing and spent six days stranded in the
backcountry.
He was incoherent and suffering from
hypothermia when rescuers found him.
This year, Search and Rescue decided to
host a celebration for their 50th anniversary instead of a fundraiser.
They worked out a deal with Steamboat Ski Resort to offer $20 tickets for
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS — A hurricane
is headed for Routt County.
Granted, by the time Rosa gets here,
it will likely have decayed into a tropical
storm, then a tropical depression, then a
regular ol’ storm system.
Hurricane Rosa was projected to make
landfall on Mexico’s Baja California Peninsula as a tropical depression Sunday
night. By midweek, the remnants of the
storm are forecasted to reach Colorado,
bringing tropical moisture with it.
“There’s a lot of moisture entrained with
that system,” said Norv Larson, a meteorologist at the National Weather Service
Office in Grand Junction.
The system is expected to hit Northwest
Colorado on Tuesday. Rain is expected
to start during the day and continue into
Wednesday, with daytime highs around 68
to 72 degrees Fahrenheit and evening lows
forecasted in the 40s.
Larson said that there are not significant chances for heavy rain as the storm
moves inland, but “there is a potential for
flash flooding if we get some heavier cells
forming.” Right now, a steady rain is more
likely in the forecast, as opposed to the
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mountain coaster rides and activities.
Many stories were shared during the
afternoon.
North Routt County resident Chuck
Vale, who helped found Search and
Rescue, attended the event. He recently
reunited with the survivors and rescuers
he worked with at the Rocky Mountain
Airways Flight 217 plane crash site on
Buffalo Pass.
On Dec. 5. 1978, the plane crashed an
hour after takeoff during a snowstorm
with 22 people on board.
The young Search and Rescue team,
with the help of others, was able to save all
but one person in the crash.

CELEBRATION, 2

Vote for all of your
favorite businesses
and people for
Best of the Boat 2018.
Vote at www.bestoftheboat.com
Vote for your favorites 9/20-10/4
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$20

8oz New York, Lemon Chicken, Sockeye Salmon or Shrimp

+

Side Dish: Baked or Mashed Potato, Broccoli or Fries

+

Dessert: 8th Street Tater

$5.00 8 oz. Steak Burger Every Day During Happy Hour.
4:30-6pm & 8:30pm-Close.

Dinner begins at 5:00pm
970-879-3131 • www.8thStreetSteakhouse.com

50 Eighth Street, Downtown Steamboat Springs
WESTEND TOWNHOME
$439,000

#1952375

• 3BD | 2.5BA | 1,675SF | largest floorplan
• Immaculate, bright, mtn views & patio
• New hardwood floors, carpet & paint
• Attached garage with built-in shelving
DARLINDA BALDINGER
& CH LOE LAWRENCE
C:

970.846.7192
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Routt County Search and Rescue founding member Chuck Vale, left, visits with longtime
members Kristia Check-Hill and Darrel Levingston during Search and Rescue’s 50th anniversary celebration Saturday at the base of Steamboat Ski Resort.
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During the reunion, Vale
got to meet the flight’s first
officer, Gary Coleman.
“He was pronounced
dead twice,” Vale said.
The reunion at the crash
site was emotional, Vale
said, while attending Saturday’s 50th anniversary
Search and Rescue celebration and visiting with the
volunteers.
“I had no idea what I was
getting into, and then to

come down here and see
these dedicated volunteers
is pretty cool,” Vale said.
While reflecting at the
event, Vale held a manila
folder filled with Search
and Rescue history.
He also had a copy of
“Miracle on Buffalo Pass,”
a book written by Harrison
Jones about the crash.
He brought the book to
the recent reunion.
“Look at all these signatures,” Vale said while
opening the front pages of
the book. “I was pleased to

meet them. They were more
pleased to meet us.”
Both the new and veteran
Search and Rescue volunteers were grateful to meet
their fans during Saturday’s
celebration.
“Seeing something
like that, that’s cool,”
20-year-volunteer Kristia
Check-Hill said.
To reach Matt Stensland,
call 970-871-4247, email
mstensland@Steamboat
Pilot.com or follow him on
Twitter @SBTStensland.

REAL RESULTS – AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Beth was one of the critical leaders
in the passage of 5A for HOMES
in 2017, which secured community
funding for the Yampa Valley
Housing Authority to address the
gaps in our housing market.
Congratulations to the Housing
Authority for leveraging these funds
for an additional $13.5 million to
build 72 units for low to moderate
income Routt County residents.
Let’s talk about what a County Commissioner can do.
beth@bethmelton.org | www.bethmelton.org
Paid for by Beth Melton for Routt County Commissioner

